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Agenda

l Acknowledgement of Honored Guests
l Overview of LMNCC
l Developmental Assets:  What are they and 

why do they matter?
l Presentation of 2006-2007 Student Support 

Card
l Next Steps
l Questions



LM-NCC is a partnership of community 
agencies and individuals working 
together to create a safe and healthy 
environment for students and reduce 
alcohol and other drug use in Lower 
Merion Township and the Borough of 
Narberth.



LM-NCC creates community conversation and disseminates 
resources by:

l Forming partnerships among private and public schools, 
community-based organizations, health systems, law 
enforcement, media, businesses, local government, 
parents and students.

l Providing educational programs and parenting groups.
l Bringing expert speakers to the community.
l Collecting and disseminating data.
l Providing resources through its website and the media.



LM-NCC is partially funded through a grant from the
national Drug Free Communities Support
Program; administered by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
(ONDCP).  

LM-NCC is being mentored by the Upper Bucks
Healthy Communities Healthy Youth Coalition from
Quakertown (Bucks County), PA



The
Developmental Asset

Framework



The Asset Building Difference
From To

Problem FocusProblem Focus

Youth as problemsYouth as problems

Reactive behaviorReactive behavior

BlamingBlaming

ProfessionalsProfessionals

Crisis managementCrisis management

CompetitionCompetition

DespairDespair

Positive focusPositive focus

Youth as resourcesYouth as resources

Proactive behaviorProactive behavior

Claiming responsibilityClaiming responsibility

EveryoneEveryone

Vision buildingVision building

CooperationCooperation

HopeHope



Search Institute Profiles of Student Life: Attitudes 
and Behaviors Survey (A&B) was administered to 
5,141 students from the following schools:

l Lower Merion High 
School 

l Harriton High School
l Welsh Valley Middle 

School 
l Bala Cynwyd Middle 

School

l The Baldwin School 
l The Shipley School 
l The Haverford School
l Episcopal Academy 
l Friends’ Central School
l Agnes Irwin School



Additional questions were added to the 
survey process to gather data on:

l Onset of use of tobacco, 
alcohol, marijuana, inhalants 
and prescription drugs.

l Frequency of use of 
tobacco, alcohol, marijuana, 
inhalants and prescription 
drugs.

l Perception of harm from use 
of tobacco, alcohol, 
marijuana, inhalants and 
prescription drugs.

l Perception of disapproval 
from parents and friends 
from use of tobacco, alcohol, 
marijuana, inhalants and 
prescription drugs.

l Level of honesty in survey 
completion

l Perception of level of 
honesty in survey 
completion from friends and 
peers.

l Drinking and driving



Key Findings

l Average # of total assets possessed by Lower Merion-Narberth 
youth has increased from 19.5 (in 2000) to 21.5 (in 2006) out of 40. 
The national average is 18.



32 out of 40 asset categories have increased 
from baseline (2000) including:

l Caring School 
Climate

l School Boundaries
l Positive Peer 

Influence
l High Expectations

l Achievement 
Motivation

l School Engagement
l Homework
l Bonding to School



Only 8 of 40 asset categories decreased (all 
only slightly) from baseline (2000) including:

l Caring 
Neighborhood

l Community Service
l Creative Activities
l Religious 

Community

l Integrity
l Interpersonal 

Competence
l Peaceful Conflict 

Resolution



Youth with assets are less likely to be 
engaged in risk behaviors.

More Assets = Less Risk Behaviors
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Youth with assets are more likely to be 
engaged in thriving behaviors.

More Assets = Thriving Behavior
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Lower Merion-Narberth is particularly 
strong in… .

l 76% of our youth are 
optimistic about their 
future.

l More than 70% of our 
youth are actively 
engaged in and care 
about their schools.

l 80% of our youth are 
motivated to do well in 
school.

l 78% of our youth have 
families that they feel 
provide them with high 
levels of love and 
support.

l 65% of our youth do 
NOT drink on a regular 
basis.


