Breakout Group: Boys’ Issues

Discussion led by Jay Greytok, Middle School Head, The Haverford School

General Tips on Interacting with Sons:

· Use “active listening” with boys. Repeat back what they say.

· Choose a time when they want to talk.

· Articulate values -- rules, regulations, and consequences. Boys like structure and to be held accountable.

· With “Make the Call, Take the Call,” offer to make yourself the scapegoat to help your son “save face” with his friends.

· Main Line culture can be anti-feminine, anti-gay, macho. Success is defined as having a lot of money, great car, girl friends.

· There are four “stereotypes”:

· “Top” -- fast, “too cool for school,” they dictate the social structure in the school

· “Eccentric” -- Guys hang out together, no pressure to be in the top group, they walk to a different drummer.

· “Slow Maturers” -- Are still doing Legos, playing video games younger than their age group, aren’t interested in girls.

· “Wannabes” -- This is the group to worry about. They are pushed aside, so they’ll take early risks to identify with the top group and to be accepted.

Parents’ Questions 
Answers provided by Jay, other parents, and students
Q: Should you follow video game ratings?

A: (Jay) Educate yourself so you know what the games are. Base decision on the values in your household. If son wants an MA game, offer alternative meeting his maturity level. Some kids can handle more mature game; know your son.

Q: I do worry about kids feeling desensitized to violence through video games. 

A: (Jay) Have a conversation about the content, talk about what it means (you are “killing” people in the game). 

Q: I worry about my boys fighting, sharp and hurtful words.

A: (Jay) We’ve taken violence out of the picture and so boys turn to words to manage the relationships. In school, it’s harder if a boy is not part of the group.

Q: I have three boys, each with different gifts. In school, some gifts are valued more than others.

A:  (Jay) “Group collateral” changes all the time. Give your son lots of positive reinforcement about his talents. Advise that he find friends like himself. I worry about wannabes in this situation.

Q: As a parent, I want to ask my son a lot of questions. For the most part, he has no interest in answering the questions or talking. How would you advise that parents learn what’s happening in their sons’ lives?

A: (Students) Boys will talk when they want to talk. I’ll talk maybe later in the week, when I feel like it. It’s all about timing. Sometimes, I don’t want to be interrogated and others, I feel like I want to talk.

Q: Do you want to talk to your Mom or your Dad more?

A: (Students) Depends on the topic.

Q: Facebook use: worries about nastiness, being on all the time.

A: (Jay) If Facebook were a country, it would have the fifth largest population in the world. It is now outpacing MySpace in its growth. A recent study by a Girl’s school showed that girls would log on while they were watching TV or doing their homework at night and they would stay on, having conversations and not wanting to log off in case they missed something. 

(Students) Can get addicted to Facebook but I haven’t come across anything nasty. If someone is really going to do something mean to another student, I’m pretty sure it’s not going to be just on Facebook. Texting is a bigger addiction.

Q: Are all boys drinking in 10th grade?
A: (Students) Not necessarily.

Q: Is there anything you want to tell parents? 

A: (Students) Give your kids the illusion that they have a lot of space, even if you are keeping a watchful eye.

Q: What can parents do if their son is not reaching his potential?

A: (Students) It’s different for me versus my brother. My mom had to always tell my brother to do his work; she doesn’t have to tell me. It’s also the teachers more than the parents who influence when kids do their work.

